Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 STATE 198628 TOSEC 090027 
ORIGIN PA-02 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SS-15 SSO-OO CCO-OO /018 R 

DRAFTED BY PA/M:BDSHANKS 
APPROVED BY PA/M:PJMETZLER 
S/S-0:R.CASTRODALE 
DESIRED DISTRIBUTION 
PA, PA/M, PA/PRS, S/S 

122835 071802Z/46 

P 071754Z AUG 78 ZFF4 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO USDEL SECRETARY PRIORITY 

UNCLAS STATE 198628 TOSEC 090027 

FOR CARTER FROM PA 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SOPN, OVIP (VANCE) 

SUBJECT: PRESS MATERIAL 


Message Text 


. HEREWITH FULL TEXT WASHINGTON POST BY-LINER BY 
CARLYLE MURPHY, MONDAY, AUGUST 7, ENTITLED "NAMIBIANS 
GREET ARRIVAL OF U.N. TRANSITION TEAM." 


2. JOHANNESBURG-A UNITED NATIONS TRANSITION TEAM AR- 
RIVED IN NAMIBIA (SOUTH WEST AFRICA) YESTERDAY TO SET IN 
MOTION A UNITED NATIONS OPERATION TO OVERSEE ELECTIONS 
AND THE TRANSITION OF NAMIBIA TO AN INDEPENDENT STATE 
AFTER ALMOST 60 YEARS AS A TERRITORY UNDER SOUTH AFRICAN 
RULE. 


3. THE 5U-MEMBER U.N. TEAM, HEADED BY FINNISH DIPLOMAT 
MARTTI AHTISAARI, WAS WELCOMED AT THE AIRPORT IN WIND- 
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HOEK, THE CAPITAL, BY 10,000 DEMONSTRATORS FROM THE 
VARIOUS POLITICAL GROUPS IN THE TERRITORY, INCLUDING 
THE MILITANT SOUTHWEST AFRICAN PEOPLES' ORGANIZATION 
(SWAPO), WHICH HAS BEEN WAGING A LOW-LEVEL GUERRILA WAR 
AGAINST SOUTH AFRICAN FORCES IN THE VAST, SEMI-DESERT 
TERRITORY FOR THE PAST 12 YEARS. 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


4. THE LARGE CROWD IS SEEN AS AN INDICATION OF LIVELY 
INTEREST IN THE U.N. OPERATION AND AN AWAKENING OF 
POLITICAL AWARENESS IN NAMIBIA WHERE, FOR THE PAST 6U 
YEARS, ONLY THE 100,000 WHITES IN A POPULATION OF 
850,000 HAVE HAD THE RIG T TO VOTE. ALTHOUGH T ERE HAS 
BEEN VIOLENCE IN RECENT MONT S BETWEEN SUPPORTERS OF 
SWAPO AND ANOTHER MAJOR POLITICAL PARTY, THE DEMOCRATIC 
TURNHALLE ALLIANCE, THERE WERE NO INCIDENTS AT YESTER- 
DAY'S DEMONSTRATION, WHICH WAS DESCRIBED AS HAVING A 
"FESTIVE" ATMOSPHERE. 

5. THE U.N. ARRIVAL IS A MAJOR DIPLOMATIC VICTORY FOR 
THE FIVE WESTERN POWERS, THE UNITED STATES, FRANCE, 
BRITAIN, CANADA AND WEST GERMANY, THAT WORKED OUT THE 
INDEPENDENCE PLAN ACCEPTED BY BOTH SOUTH AFRICA AND 
SWAPO AND THEN ADOPTED BY THE UNITED NATIONS ON JULY 27. 
IT IS ALSO A HOPEFUL SIGN THAT NEGOTIATED SOLUTIONS TO 
THE CONFLICTS IN SOUTHERN AFRICA CAN SUCCEED IN HALTING 
THE ESCALATING FIGHTING SWITCH ITS POTENTIAL FOR SUPER- 
POWER INVOLVEMENT, IN THIS TROUBLED AREA OF THE WORLD. 

6. AHTISAARI'S IMMEDIATE TASK IS TO BECOME ACQUAINTED 
WITH CONDITIONS IN NAMIBIA, WHERE VOTER REGISTRATION IS 
ALREADY UNDER WAY. THE U.N. TEAM WILL REMAIN FOR ABOUT 
THREE WEEKS AND THEN REPORT BACK TO U.N. HEADQUARTERS 
ON HOW TO IMPLEMENT THE WESTERN PLAN. 
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7. UNDER THE WESTERN PROPOSALS, SOUTH AFRICA'S ESTIMA- 
TED 2U.U00 TROOPS ARE TO E REDUCED TO A FORCE OF 1,000 
MEN. A 5.0UU-MAN U.N. PEACEKEEPIG FORCE WILL MOVE IN TO 
ENFORCE A CEASE-FIRE BETWEEN SOUTH AFRICAN AND SWAPO 
FORCES. A CIVILIAN TASK FORCE WILL OVERSEE THE ELECTIONS 
FOR A CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY THAT WILL DRAW UP A CONSTITU- 
TION. THE COUNTRY IS SCHEDULED TO BECOME INDEPENDENT 
DECEMBER 31. 

8. WHILE IT IS UNLIKELY THAT SOUTH AFRICA OR SWAPO, 

HAVING COME THIS FAR, WILL DO ANYTHING TO JEOPARDIZE THE 
WESTERN PLAN AT THIS STAGE, THERE WILL BE SOME PROBLEMS. 

9. IN THE FIRST PLACE, ALTHOUGH THE PROPOSALS STIPULATE 
THAT SOUTH AFRICA AND THE UNITED NATIONS ARE TO ADMINIS- 
TER THE PROPOSALS JOINTLY, THERE IS NO AGREED UPON MECHAN- 
ISM FOR RESOLVING DISPUTES BETWEEN THE TWO. 

10. SECOND, THERE WILL ALSO BE DIFFICULTY IN OVERCOMING 
THE DISTRUST BETWEEN SOUTH AFRICA AND SWAPO. 
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11. FINALLY, THERE IS WEATHER. IF THE COUNTRY IS TO 

BECOME INDEPENDENT BY THE END OF THE YEAR, ELECTIONS MUST 
BE HELD IN SEPTEMBER BEFORE THE RAINY SEASON, WHICH MAKES 
TRAVEL EXTREMELY DIFFICULT. CHRISTOPHER 
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